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despite Clinton’s unusually tough stance against lobbying.83 
Similarly, former senator Tom Daschle was in line to take a 
high-profile role in health care reform in the Obama admin-
istration until it became known that he had failed to disclose 
compensation (in the form of a car and driver) he received 
from a lobbying firm. Despite Obama’s seemingly uncom-
promising stance against the revolving door, he had to relax 
his rules somewhat to fill some executive branch positions.84 
Part of the difficulty is that the practice of the revolving 
door is so pervasive—with one party’s appointees joining 
lobbying forms while their party is out of power—that a 
president is hard pressed to find stellar appointees who 
haven’t been lobbyists at some point.

The official contact point between the White House and 
interest groups is the Office of Public Liaison. Its basic 

purpose is to foster good relations between the White 
House and interest groups in order to mobilize these 
groups to support the administration’s policies. Given the 
highly partisan and ideologically charged nature of most 
presidencies, it should not be surprising that each White 
House administration cultivates the groups with which it 
feels most ideologically comfortable.

Direct Lobbying: 
The Bureaucracy

While opportunities for lobbying the president may be 
somewhat limited, opportunities for lobbying the rest of 
the executive branch abound. Interest groups know that 
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Source: Harold W. Stanley and Richard G. Niemi, “Table 2-12: Contributions and Independent Expenditures, by Type of PAC, 1999–2012,” Vital 
Statistics on American Politics 2013–2014 (Washington, DC: CQ Press, 2014), 96–97.

Figure 13.2  Spending by Type of PAC, 1989–2012 (in millions)


